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To Seal or Not To Seal-That is the Question

Ewvery wear millions of haurs of system and equip-
ment downtime results in millions of dollars in
exCess repair and maintenance expenses across
the 1.5, Thizs can be directly attributed to the
failure of threaded fittingzs. Thesze costs do not
include the expenses incurred ag a result of mil-
lionz of gallonz of industrial luids, zome of which
are ervironmentally unfriendly, spilling on plant
floors contaminating personnel and equipment.
The primary root cauze of these failures can be
traced back to pipe joints.

Swstem engineers and dezigners do all they can
to reduce the number of pipe joints within any
given system or piece of equipment, but thank-
Fully for all of us they have not found a way to
eliminate therm entrely. “You cannot effectively
create a zystem ar piece of equipment that does
not allow for pipe joints in order to access critical
repair & maintenance areas, andsor reduce the
zize and weight of pipestube lengths.

Therefore, threaded fittings are the only reason-
able and cost-effective alternative. However, in
today's age of “Global Sourcing” BSTM, AMEI,
LEME, atid SAE pipe thread standards and toler-
ances are often not adhered to. These known
induztry standards are great when manufac-
turer's adhere to them, but when a manufacturer
ignaores, does not fully understand, or have the
ability to execute the standard, inferior pipe
threads are produced. Pipe threads can alzo be
damaged in transit or by loozening and retighten-
ing during repair or inspection. &l of thege acour-
renices will rezult in pathways for leakage. Thiz
pathway iz usually a zpiral pathway that travelz
where there iz a gap in the threads between the
raat and the crest of the two mating parts until it
locates an exit point outside the pipe joint.

You cannot overtighten your way out of a leak
pathway. Teflong tapes only act as a lubricant
for the mating parts and can tear easzily resuling
in blockage of the flow way, Tapes are often
mizapplied to male pipe threads rezulting in un-
winding during joining . Thiz application iz alzo
very labor intenzive and offers poor wibration
resiztance due to the slippery nature of Teflong.

Pastes and dopes can be effective temparary
zealing methods, but over time they will create
mare prablems than they initially resolved.
Paztes contain potentally harmful ingredients
that dry out or break down over time and can
enter the flow way contaminating the fluid within.

Pre-applied anaerobic thread sealants do not
contain any carrogive or damaging ingredients
that can negatively impact the pipe joint over
time. They are alza impervious to corrazion from
awide variety of caustic chemicals most often
uzed in the plant environment. They resist se-
vere wibration. They remain elastic throughout a
wide temperature spectrum. They allow for pipe
joint loosening and retightening without reappli-
cation. They greatly reduce aszembly labor cozts
by eliminating the need for zecondary zealant
application operations.

Once applied, anaerobic thre ad sealants offer an
immediate low pressure (<500 psi) seal. Once
cured, many anaerobic thread sealants are de-
zigned to perform in applications up to 10,000

pEi.

“We offer a full line of fitlings with pre-applied,
cured anaerobic thread sealant in three colors-
burnt orange, =ky blue, and white. The minimal
additional coszt of pre-applied thread zealant far
offzets the potential lozses that may be incurred
by ywour end-user in the form of equipment down
time, fluid lozs, excess repair labor expense,
secondary assembly labor expensze, and total
equipment failure expense due to fluid loss zeiz-
ing.

S0, iz it more noble to suffer the zlings and ar-
rows of outrageous custamers, or take fittings
with pre-applied anaerobic thread sealant fram
uz and avaid all of that mid-evil abuze? We hope
you choose the latter, When ordering simply
indicate that you wizh to receive all of yourfit-
tingz with pre-applied anaerobic thread sealant
to all of the male pipe threads. For more infar-
mation on which type of sealant iz best suited for
your application pleaze call ane of our experi-
enced technical zales expertz for a complete




