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CEO Meets With Vice President To Discuss China Impact

On Friday, December Fth Mid-tmerica Fittings
founder and CEQ, Scott Shane had the apportu-
nity to share hiz concerns regarding the influx of
imported brazs fittings with Vice President Rich-
ard B. Cheney during a private informal gathering
of emall buginess awnersin Leawaod, Kangas.

Dizcuszgion tapics ranged from the lack of country
of arigin markings an imported brazs fitings, to
metallurgic content standards, to continued De-
pattment of Defense procurement of imported
fitings for strategic weapons, defense, and re-
lated support systems.

Mr. Shane reinforced highlights of the recent

.5 -China Economic and Security Review Cam-
mizsion's annual report to Congress that strongly
urged the U5, government to take action now ar
rizk a future waid in the ability to manufacture
zuch parts domestically. That void, due to a
draztic reduction inthe number of wiable U.5.
manufacturers, could prevent the government
fram procuring critical replacement partsin imes
of glabal ar regional geo-political crizis.

“While the Wice Prezsident was a concerned listener
no immediate action or follow-up dizcuzszions
have been zcheduled as of the printing of this
newszletter. “lthink the lack of a zenze of urgency
iz due ta the fact that there is no current shortage
of parts, prices are artificially lower than domesti-
cally produced partz, and there iz no political

crigiz with these supplving countries like China or
Taiwan. However, the moment there iz an esca-
lation of tenzions the likelihood of the U5, being
cut off from spare parts is very high,” said Mr.
Shane. “If we continue to wait and do nothing we
will put maore small and medium manufacturing
companies out of buzinezs and when we really
need them they will not be there,” Mr. Shane
continued. "Iz not just about our businezs” he
continued “It's about all small and medium sized
.5, business which employs 60% of the U5,
manufacturing sector jobs and 40% of the total
U.5. manufacturing output.” Mr. Zhane con-
cluded.

Until a formal long-term solution can be reached
Mid-Lrrerica Fittings will continue to sound the
trumpet regarding inferior brazz fittings invading
our zhores. We are hopeful that thiz will get
zomeone’s attention in Mazhington who wants to
pratect aur national securty and national labar
farce as much as we do. &z we watch fewer and
fewer brazs fitings actually being made in the
.5 we are hopeful that itwon't be too late when
zomething iz finally done. e are not looking for
ah advantage. “We are just looking for a level
plaving field an which to play. “We are thankful
for all of our cuztaomers who place awalue on
quality and domestic content over price. We
wauld encourage vour company to discuss this
matter with wour state’s representatives inWash-
ington whenewver an opportunity arizes.

New MQ Push-In Product Line to Launch In January

Lfter mare than two vears of development and
testing Mid-Brmerica Fitingz, Inc. iz pleazed to
announce the arrival of aur full line of nickel-
plated puzh-in fittings far uze with poly, nylan,
and coppertubing. These fittings have been de-
zigned around years of customer feedback about
what wasz needed in the marketplace.

“When you said you needed a consistent and
timely source of supply we listened. “When vou
zaid you needed fittings that could hold up under
prezzure and withstand the rigors of a variety of
application and installation senarioz we listened.

“When wou told us wou wanted a nickel plated fit-
ting that wasz suitable far water or air applications
with viton o-ringz and a superior collet dezign we
heard yau.

“We know that ance you try our new fittings yvou
will notwant to go back to brand “x°, ™, or *2¥
again. e have priced theze fittings to allow you
to Zain a true foothold in the puszh-in fithng mar-
ket segment and make money doing it. Mo longer
Will ywou have to worky about litde or no margin for
wou in order ta hold price foryour end-uzer cus-
tomer. Find them an line under "M 0 Zeriez”.




